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In June 2002, the Israeli government launched its policy of unilateral segregation between 
Israel and the Palestinian territory by creating a Segregation Zone on the Palestinian lands 
in the West Bank. The Zone cuts through the western part of the West Bank and runs from 
north to south grabbing the most fertile agricultural lands, isolating Palestinian communities 
in enclaves, undermining the territorial contiguity between the Palestinian villages and cities, 
grasping the natural resources  and capturing most of the Israeli settlements.

In addition, Israel has de facto created an Eastern Segregation Zone without walls or fences 
but through control of access points along the Jordan Valley and the shores of the Dead 
Sea. This zone has a total area of 1664 Km2, representing 29.4 % of the West Bank and 
includes 43 Israeli settlements and 42 Palestinian localities. 

In most areas where the Wall cuts through, the Segregation Zone consists of a 40-100 
meters wide double layered fence that comprises barbed wires, trenches, military roads and 
footprint detection tracks as well as 4-5 meters high electrified metal fence supplied with 
security cameras. In areas with sizeable population and/or in-close perimeter with the Green 
Line, the Segregation Wall consists of 6-8 meters high concrete wall supplied with military 
watchtowers lined-up 250 meters apart. 

On February 20, 2005, the Israeli government published a revised route of the Western 
Segregation plan, where the Wall will run for 683 km in the West Bank.  Only 138 km (20.2% 
of the total length) runs on the 1949 Armistice Line (Green Line). When complete, this zone 
will isolate 576 km² of Palestinian land (10% of the total West Bank area). It also encloses 
98 Israeli settlements accommodating 83% of the Israeli settler’s population in the West 
Bank and 55 Palestinian localities. In September 2004, the Israeli Occupation Forces issued 
military orders creating a buffer zone averaging 150-200 meters on the Palestinian side of the 
Segregation Zone where new construction is prohibited. As a result, an additional 252 km² of 
the West Bank (4.4 %) will become inaccessible to Palestinians.  

On April 30, 2006, the Israeli government published yet another revised route of the Western 
Segregation plan, where the Wall will run for 703 km in the West Bank.  The new revised 
plan will still run the Segregation Wall on 128 km (18.2 % of the total length) of the 1949 
Armistice Line (Green Line). When complete, the Segregation Wall will isolate behind it 555 
km² of Palestinian land (approximately 10% of the total West Bank area). It will continue to 
enclose 103 Israeli settlements accommodating 85% of the Israeli settler’s population in the 
West Bank; however, it increases the number of isolated Palestinian localities behind the Wall 
to 59. 

The Israeli Segregation Plan in the Occupied Palestinian Territory

An Overview 

Status of the Western Segregation Zone as of April 2006

Status of Western Segregation Zone (Km) Percentage of the total Wall length

Existing sections 307 43.7%
Planned sections 305 43.4%
Under Construction 91 12.9%

Total length 703 100%
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Status of the Western Segregation Zone as of April 2006

Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit 2006



Palestinian Resources Isolated by the Segregation Plan

     Agricultural Areas

     • Up to 189,001 dunums (189.1 km²) of agricultural areas are isolated in the Western 
Segregation Zone in addition to 863,879 dunums (863.9 km²) in the Eastern Segregation 
Zone, which form 37.4% of the total agricultural areas of the West Bank.

Open Space

     • Up to 264,000 dunums (264 km²) of open space are segregated in the Western 
Segregation Zone in addition to 610,723 dunums (610.7 km²) in the Eastern Segregation 
Zone, which form 53.5% of the total open space areas of the West Bank.

Forests
  
     • Up to 128,404 dunums (128.4 km²) of forested areas and areas with shrubs are 
included in the Western Segregation Zone and 110,274 dunums (110.3 km²) in the Eastern 
Segregation Zone, which form 37.7% of the total forested area and area with shrubs of the 
West Bank.

Water

• The Eastern Segregation Zone lies over the eastern (Jordan Valley) water aquifer with 
a safe yield of 172 MCM / year 

• The Western Segregation Zone lies over the northwestern and western aquifers with a 
combined safe yield of 507 MCM / year. 

• The combined number of water wells utilized by the Palestinian population in 
the Segregation Zones is 134 with a combined average annual pumping rate of 
approximately 44.1 MCM

• The combined number of water springs isolated by the western Segregation Zones is 
62 with a combined average annual discharge of approximately 31 MCM. 

     
     • Up to 221 dunums  (0.221 km²) of  inland  water, areas  are isolated  in  the  Western     
Segregation  Zone  and  685  dunums  ( 0.685  km² )  in  the   Eastern   Segregation  Zone, 
which constitute 99%  of the total inland water area of the West Bank.
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Jerusalem Governorate

Jerusalem Governorate lies in the central part of the West Bank; it has an area of 353.679 
Km2 and is home to 407,459 Palestinian Jerusalemites (PCBS, 2006). Jerusalem city is 
the capital and heart of the Palestinian state and the focal point of the three monotheistic 
religions (Christianity, Islam and Judaism); as it hosts hundreds of the most sacred religious 
and spiritual sites such as the church of the Holy Sepulcher, Via Delarosa, Al Aqsa mosque, 
the Dome of the Rock and many others. For this reason, Jerusalem and its religious sites 
became the focal points for pilgrimage from all over the world. 

Map 1: the status of the Israeli Segregation Wall in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.
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Map 2: Jerusalem’s Governorate location in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.



On June 28, 1967, the Israeli government illegaly and unilaterlly annnexed Jerusalem to the 
Israeli state and declared ‘Unified Jerusalem’ as the the eternal capital of Israel. When the 
Israeli government illegally redrew the municipal boundaries of the West Bank it included 
as much uninhabited land to Jerusalem and excluded the highly populated Palestinian 
neighborhoods. From that point on; Israel aimed to manipulate the demographic and 
geographic realities to its favor to emphasize its sovereignty over the city. To achieve this 
goal, the consecutive Israeli governments improvised several laws to increase the number of 
Jews, and reduce the number of Palestinians, living in the city, to “Israelize” the city; erase 
its Arabic culture and history and evacuate the city from its Palestinian inhabitants. 

Soon after the occupation of the city in 1967, the Israeli government expanded East 
Jerusalem municipal boundary, increasing its municipal area from 6.5 Km2 to 71 Km2 to 
include areas from 28 surrounding Palestinian villages.
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Map 3: Jerusalem boundary prior and after the Israeli occupation of the city.

Throughout the occupation years, Israel has implemented its colonization project in the 
West Bank with particular focus in and around Jerusalem. The Israeli practices against 
Palestinian Jerusalemites manifested throughout the years; starting with the Israeli illegal 
and unilateral steps  assumed following the occupation of the city; redefining the city’s 
boundary to include more Israelis and less Palestinians, confiscating lands, building and 
expanding illegal Israeli settlements, constructing bypass roads, demolishing Palestinian 
houses, razing lands, isolating the city from the rest of the West Bank, and finally 
constructing the Segregation Wall. 



Israel has a long history of forging and manipulate facts on the ground in the areas it 
occupied during the 1967 war, with particular emphasis on Jerusalem; as the consecutive 
Israeli government worked persistently to tip the demographic balance of the city to its favor; 
giving free hand to Israeli settlers and Israeli housing organizations to build and expand 
their existence in the city unconditionally. Israel has used various methods to achieve its 
goal, once by ‘physically isolating’ East Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank, adopting 
a discriminating policy with regard to land confiscations, planning neighborhoods, building 
permits, houses demolition policies and social benefits, revoking residency rights  of 
Palestinians who stay abroad or just live outside the city’s boundary for more than seven 
years, or who are unable to prove that their center of life is in Jerusalem.

Israeli Occupation Practices in Jerusalem Governorate

Jerusalem has undergone intense Israeli colonization that aimed at surrounding the city 
from all sides by Israeli settlements that grow towards each other; forming a physical 
barricade that isolates the city from the rest of the West Bank. 

During the years of the second (Al-Aqsa) Intifada (September 2000), the Israeli authorities 
stepped up their belligerent and aggressive occupation related activities in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, destroying Palestinian agriculture, confiscating lands, demolishing 
Palestinian houses, expanding settlements, erecting outposts, increasing bypass roads, 
imposing severe restrictions on Palestinians’ freedom of movement and the construction 
of the Segregation Wall. Table 1 indicates some of the Israeli violations in Jerusalem 

Year
Land 

Confiscated/ in 
Dunums

Land 
Threatened/ in 

Dunums

Uprooted 
Trees

Houses 
Demolished

2000 708 1948 30 21

2001 296 1542 280 42

2002 720 2364 445 51

2003 18102 27108 20100 126

2004 2162 3005 1745 82

2005 8151 1195 820 79

November
2006 1556 770 0 34

Total 71391 82963 25370 725
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Table 1: Israeli violations in Jerusalem Governorate during the years 2000-2006

Source: ARIJ database 2006
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The first Israeli settlement in Jerusalem was founded inside the old city right after the 
1967 war when the Israeli Army destroyed more than 700 buildings inside the old city 
to create the Jewish quarter. Throughout the occupation years, Israeli settlements 
mushroomed inside the Israeli defined municipal boundary of Jerusalem and around it. 
The settlements in Jerusalem maybe classified according to the administrative association 
into settlements inside the municipal boundary (in J1 area) which are 16 settlements, and 
settlements within Jerusalem governorate (J2 area) which are 18 settlements. More than 
that, the Israeli settler organizations are infiltrating and initiating settlement cores inside 
the Palestinian neighborhoods such as the settlement core in Al Sheikh Jarrah around 
Karm Al-Mufti and the settlement core in Silwan and Al -Tur.

The settlements in Jerusalem governorate occupy an area of 38902 dunums (38.902 Km²), 
(ARIJ database, 2005) with an estimated 218644 Isreali settlers, see table 2. Additionally, 
18 Israeli outposts were established between1996 and 2005, see table 3. The consecutive 
Israeli governments have also worked to link the established settlements with each other 
and consequently with Israel by creating a network of bypass roads throughout the West 
Bank territory that stretches in length 795 Km: Jerusalem’s share of it is 91.305 Km in 
and around the Governorate. An additional 64.164 kilometers of bypass roads also await 
the Israeli government approval to go into execution phase in and around Jerusalem 
governorate to fit the alteration to the new road status founded by the Segregation Wall.

Map 4: the Geo-political status of Jerusalem Governorate.
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Israeli Settlement  Date of
Establishment Area-2005 - dunum Population 2003

 Settlements
 inside the
 municipal
boundary

Jewish Quarter 1968 136 2348

Givat Shappira - the French Hill 1968 688 6631

Hebrew University
(Har HaTzofim) 1968 957 NA

Ramat Eshkol 1968 1118 5994

Atarot 1970 1378 Industrial zone

*Gilo 1971 ∗2738    ∗27569

Neve Yaacov 1972 1241 20250

 East Talpiyot 1973 1829 12591

Ramot 1973 3343 38992

Pisgat Amir 1985 2516 NA

Pisgat Zeev 1985 1546 38684

Ramat Shlomo - Rekhes Shuafat 1990 1625 12822

  *Giv’at Hamatos 1991 *288 NA

David’s Village -  Mamilla 1994 53 NA

*Har Homa 1997 *2205 *1125
Ras al A’mud (Ma’ale Ha Zeitim) 1998 11 NA

 Giv’at Ze’ev
 Settlement

Bloc
Givon 1978 118 NA

Giv’on Hadasha 1980 377 1224

Giv’at Ze’ev 1982 2856 10790

Har Adar - Givat HaRadar 1986 1193 1839

Har Shmuel 1996 384 NA
 Ma’ale

 Adumin
 Settlement

Bloc
 Mishor Adumim
(Industrial Zone) 1974 3378 Industrial zone

Ma’ale Adumim 1975 6205 27259

Kfar Adumim 1979 751 1866

Mizpe Yeriho 1980 259 1430

Almon - Anatot 1983 805 726

Kedar 1984 54 624

Alon 1990 295 NA

Nofe Perat 1992 871 NA

Table 2: Israeli Settlements in Jerusalem Governorate



Source: ARIJ & Foundation for Middle East Peace 2003

Table 3: Israeli Outposts in Jerusalem Governorate 

Source: ARIJ & Foundation for Middle East Peace 2003
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 Binyamin
 Settlements

Bloc
Adam - Geva Binyamin 1983 1195 1801

Kokhav Yaacov 1984 2287 3819

Sha’ar Binyamin 
(industrial zone) 1999 574 Industrial zone

 Other
 settlements

 in Jerusalem
Governorate

Kalya 1968 868 260

 * The settlements of Gilo, Giv’at Hamatos and Har Homa are within the unilaterally defined Jerusalem     Municipal 
boundary but are located in Bethlehem Governorate

Source: ARIJ & Foundation for Middle East Peace 2003

Closest Mother 
Settlement

No. of 
structures Outpost Name Status

1 Binyamin Regional Council 12 Migron Outpost

2 Ma’ale Mikhmas 11 South Ma’ale Mikhmas Outpost

3 Kochav Ya’akov 0 Kochav Ya’akov West Inside settlement Master plan

4 Kochav Ya’akov 0 Kochav Ya’akov South 
Construction Inside settlement Master plan

5 Fofel Oerat 0 Alt : 468 Construction Inside settlement Master plan

6 Almon (Anatot) 0 Ein Perat  Construction Inside settlement Master plan

7 Givat Zeev 1 North Givat Zeev Outpost

8 Kokhav Yaacov 2 South Kokhav Yaacov Outpost

9 Givat Zeev 2 East Givat Zeev Outpost

10 Kalya 4 South Kalya Outpost

11 Givat Shappiera 11 East Givat Shappiera Outpost

12 Kfar Adummim 3 South East Kfar Adummim Outpost

13 Kfar Adummim 15 East Kfar Adummim Outpost

14 Allon 2 South Allon Outpost

15 Neveh Brat 3 East Neveh Brat Outpost

16 Kfar Adummim 2 West Kfar Adummim Outpost

17 Adam 4 East Adam Construction Outpost

18 Adam 3 East Adam12 Outpost
Total 75
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Expanding Israeli settlements in Jerusalem between 1996 and 2005

Israel has never desisted its settlements expansion program anytime after the signing of the 
Oslo Accords as it should have; in fact it adopted more intense approach to develop Israeli 
settlements in Jerusalem that resulted in an increase of settlements area between 1996 
(25069 dunums) and 2005 (44684 dunums) by 78%, (19615 dunums), which reflected the 
Israeli plans to maintain dominance over Jerusalem by means of inflicting more facts on 
the ground that will make Jewish existence in occupied East Jerusalem irrefutable fact. 
Furthermore, Plans to increase master plans of existing settlements indicated massive 
increase in settlements’ built-up areas; in which many maybe easily identified as new 
settlements;  such as near Har Homa (1080 dunums), near Ma’ale Adumim, and the E1 plan 
that will confiscate 12,500 dunums from the nearby Palestinian villages. 

Greater Jerusalem 

‘Greater Jerusalem’ as a concept started to develop during the late 1970s early 1980s, when  
the Israeli government expanded the area of settlement construction outside the Israeli 
defined Jerusalem municipal boundary in order to create settlement continuity around 
Jerusalem to cut the territorial continuity of East Jerusalem with the rest of the West Bank, 
all of which to increase Jewish population around Jerusalem and impose Jewish demographic 
supremacy that would strengthen the hold on Jerusalem. The settlements constructed were 
concentrated in three main blocs: the Giv’at Ze’ev in northern Jerusalem, Ma’ale Adumim in 
eastern Jerusalem and Gush Etzion southwest  of Jerusalem, in addition to a forth bloc that 
later developed which is the Binyamin settlement bloc.

Map 5: Areas of expansion in Jerusalem settlements between 1996 and 2005
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The term ‘Greater Jerusalem’ was used during the early 1990s, the Foundation for Middle 
East Peace (FMEP) in a special report on Jerusalem indicated that the United States’ State 
Department reported to the Congress in April 1993 that “the [Rabin] Government also has 
affirmed its intention to continue settlement construction in a 100-square mile surrounding 
area termed ‘Greater Jerusalem,’” (FMEP, Special Report: A Jerusalem Primer | Vol. SR No. 1 
| February 1994). These settlements blocs host nearly 70% of the settlers of the West Bank 
and are where the settlements construction is concentrated.

Jerusalem and the Segregation Plan

One of the most controversial areas being targeted by the Israeli Segregation Wall in the 
occupied West Bank territory is East Jerusalem; the city which the Palestinian recognize 
as the capital of their future state. On this issue; Israel is upholding its illegal claim on 
the occupied city as being part of what the Israeli call; the “unified” city as they translate 
their claim into tangible steps with plans to selectively enwrap areas considered significant 
to fulfill the Israeli vision in the occupied city with nearly 71 Km (53%) of the 133+ Km 
Segregation Wall set to enfold Jerusalem governorate and separates it from the West Bank 
territory completed. 

The following table shows the status of the Israeli Segregation Wall in Jerusalem Governorate 
and according to the Israeli vision of Greater Jerusalem. 

Map 6: the Greater Jerusalem boundary according to Israel’s plan.
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Table 4: Status of the Segregation Wall in Jerusalem

Status Classification Jerusalem 
Governorate/Km

Greater 
Jerusalem/Km

Existing sections 22.607 Km 48.58

Planned sections 63.331 Km 110.298

Under Construction 47.957 Km 48.69

Total length 133.895 Km 207.046

Upon completion, the Israeli Segregation Wall in East Jerusalem would confine future 
development of Palestinian localities to marginal proportions, while including major 
settlements blocs (Ma’ale Adumim, Giv’at Ze’ev and Har Adar settlement northwest of 
Jerusalem) within the Segregation Wall along with wide range of open space and nature 
reserved areas that are likely to change its status later on to become; areas reserved for future 
settlements’ development projects. Eventually, the consequential of the Israeli Segregation 
Wall will hit the entire occupied city; some places harder than others, of those are eight 
Palestinian localities listed in the following table.  

Table 5: Palestinian Communities affected by the Segregation Wall in East Jerusalem.

Palestinian Communities Population
Al Ram 24,838
Hizma 5,916
‘Anata 9,337
Shu’fat Refugee Camp 9,616
Al Sawahereh Al Sharqieh 4,056
Al Sheikh Sa’d 2,335
Al Eizariya 16,884
Abu Dis 11,753

Total 84,735

The Segregation Wall in Jerusalem Governorate starts from Beit ‘Annan village northwest 
of Jerusalem where it embraces Har Adar settlement, then it continues north to encompass 
the Giv’at Ze’ev settlements bloc slicing between Palestinian communities, after which, the 
Segregation Wall resumes eastwards to encompass the Ma’ale Adumim settlements bloc,  and 
then it stretches toward the south cutting several Palestinian communities until it reaches 
the northern part of Bethlehem Governorate. 

In Jerusalem Governorate, the Segregation Wall (‘Jerusalem Envelope’) will isolate 151974 
dunums (151.974 Km²) of Palestinian lands behind its path (west of the Wall), which makes up 
43% of Jerusalem Governorate’s area. Around 230,000 Palestinians (56.5% of the Palestinian 
Jerusalemites) will be segregated by the Wall and thus be cut off from the rest of the West 
Bank; Consequently, Palestinians’ movement from or to the isolated part of Jerusalem will 
be controlled completely by the Israeli occupation, and Jerusalem which is the main service 
provider and religious center will be inaccessible to the more than 3.5 million Palestinians 
living in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip. 

 Entrance to the isolated agricultural lands will be restricted to those who are able to prove
 landownership authenticated by the Israeli civil administration, which means that only the

Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit 2006

Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit 2006
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owners who have their names listed in the ownership deeds (usually the eldest in the 
family) will receive permits. 

Furthermore, issuance of permits by the Israeli civil administration will be on seasonal 
basis; hence, the owners will find a hard time to manage their cultivated lands on their 
own especially that the permits do not include additional labor and/ or equipments.
The following table shows the landuse/ landcover of area isolated behind the Segregation 
Wall in Jerusalem Governorate.

Table 6: Classification of Landuse/ landcover area isolated behind the Segregation Wall in 
Jerusalem Governorate

Land Type Area in Dunums

Agricultural Lands 21464

Forests 4753

Open Space 44618
Palestinian Built-up Areas 22013
Israeli Controlled Areas 24044
Others 35082

Total 151974

Map 7: the status of the Israeli Segregation Wall in Jerusalem Governorate.

Source: ARIJ - GIS Unit 2006
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Major Impacts of the Segregation Plan on Jerusalem Governorate

The construction of the Segregation Wall has negative impacts on the, economical, social 
as well as environmental aspects of the Palestinians’ lives. Following is a summary of those 
major impacts.

Political Impacts

For the second time, Israel will have redrawn unilaterally the political boundary of occupied 
Jerusalem.  
The Segregation Wall will manipulate the geographic balance of the governorate with more 
than 44 % of its area taken in toward Israel, thus forces Jewish majority to the city’s 
demography.  
The segregation Wall is creating new demographic facts that will lead to forced migration 
among Palestinians who will lose their livelihoods; being isolated by the wall.
The Plan will sever the organic tie between Jerusalem and other Palestinian 
Governorates.

Economic Impacts

The Segregation Plan stands to cause severe damages to the Palestinian agricultural 
sector and to the Palestinian farmers as a result of  land  confiscation and the constraints 
imposed on mobility and marketing. 
Israel maintains control over Palestinian trade and tourism.
Increase in the unemployment poverty levels.
Inflammation in land prices and more diminishing investment opportunities.

Impact on Social Life

Thousands of Palestinian citizens will be cut-off from the main urban centers where health, 
educational and social services are located.
Harsh measures are imposed on Palestinian mobility and movement, transportation from 
or to the segregated areas will be extremely difficult.
The Segregation Zone will cut-off social relations between Palestinian citizens living on 
opposite sides of the Wall.
Increased urbanization pressure and population density.
The Segregation Wall will place many Palestinian towns and villages in geographically 
disconnected and segregated enclaves and/or ghettos.
Palestinian Christians and Muslims will not have access to the holy sites in Jerusalem unless 
they have special permits to enter Jerusalem issued by the Israeli civil administration, a 
procedure, which they have been experiencing for nearly 15 years. 

Impact on the Palestinian Environment 

Decline in the space area designated for landfills and wastewater treatment sites. 
Diminish in area designated as natural reservations, forests, pastures, open spaces and 
recreation.
Loss of grazing area  and increase in desertification.       
Distort wildlife cycle and cuts-off different kinds of animals from their natural habitat 
particularly during migration seasons. 
The Segregation Plan is altering the Palestinian natural landscape.
Many archeological and historical sites related to Palestinian cultural heritage will be 
segregated behind the wall.  
Loss of open space which poses a threat to the sustainability of the urban and rural areas 
as well as a threat to more losses of the natural resources and biodiversity.
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Terminals in Jerusalem Governorate

 Terminals are just another Israeli employed tool to control and manipulate the lives of more 
than 2.4 million Palestinians living under the control of the discriminatory Israeli occupation, 
which restrict the movement of Palestinians to designated roads and through terminals 
controlled and operated by Israeli soldiers and their sadistic moods which has resulted in the 
death of more than 130 Palestinian over the last 6 years of the current Intifada. The concept 
of terminals controlled by an occupation force rise to the level of Apartheid; in fact; it is an 
unambiguous case of Apartheid when the occupation Army confine movement of those under 
occupation to specific routes and through terminals. In September 2005, Israel decided to 
establish 10 terminals and 23 crossing points throughout the occupied West Bank territory, 
five of these terminals are under construction and are designed for commercial functions 
where cargos are moved by means of “back to back” system on these terminals: Tarqumia 
(Hebron), Al-Jalameh (Jenin), Mazmuria (Bethlehem), Sha’ar Ephraim (Tulkarm) and Betunia 
in Ramallah. The other five terminals are: Hasam Tzahub (Jordan Valley), Rachel (Gilo 300) 
(Bethlehem), Shu’fat, Az-Ayyem and Qalandyia-’Atarot in Jerusalem are already operating 
and control the movement of Palestinians throughout the occupied territory. However, 
additional Israeli military orders were issued after September 2005 revealed that there are 
18 terminals throughout the West Bank territory; the additional eight are: Al-Jab`a, Al-
Khader, Um Salamuna and Al-Walajeh in Bethlehem, Metar south of Hebron, Hizma in East 
Jerusalem, ‘Anata in northwest of Jerusalem and Mechabim west of Ramallah.
 
Israel attempted on many occasions to justify its terminals project by underlining the 
questionable reality that the terminals are built to facilitate Palestinians’ life and bring about 
contiguity within Palestinian districts. Moreover; Israel attempt to legitimize the terminals 
issue which stand in violation of international law on the freedom of movement by asking 
the World Bank to subsidize the terminals’ project; but the latter refused the Israeli request 
since these terminals are not constructed on the internationally recognized Armistice Line of 
1949 (the Green Line) and that they come to emphasize the construction of the controversial 
and illegal Segregation Wall in the occupied West Bank territory. 

The Israeli Terminals Isolating Jerusalem 
Israel Draws the New Gates of Jerusalem

When Israel changed the boundary of Jerusalem following its occupation of the city in 1967, 
it intended to induce procedures to win the demographic battle of the city to keep a Jewish 
majority. Over the years, Israel plunged in dozens of settlements blocs in and around the 
occupied city to accommodate hundreds of thousands Jewish inhabitants. Israel has also 
restricted Palestinian neighborhoods developments and expansion and adopted property tax 
procedures to squeeze the Palestinains out of the city. Today with plans of the Segregation 
Wall in play to isolate Occuiped East Jeruslaem, Israel is making sure to exclude as many 
Palestinian Jerusalemites out of the city for the last time. To achieve that purpose; Israel 
has isolated Jerusalem from the West Bank; restricting access to Jerusalem through twelve  

According to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948) all people are 
entitled to the recognition of inherent dignity and certain inalienable rights, which 
are the “foundations of freedom and justice in the world.” Freedom of movement 
is part of the “liberty of man” (Jagerskiold) thus making it one of the most basic 
human rights. Article 13 of the Universal Declaration of human rights stipulate:
Everyone has the right to freedom of movement and residence within the borders 
of each state. 
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Table 7: Status of Israeli implanted terminals around Jerusalem

Terminal’s name District Status

Bituniya Ramallah Existing

‘Atarot Ramallah Existing
Qalandiya crossing point Ramallah Existing
Ras Abu Sbetan (Hasidim) Jerusalem Existing
Gilo 300 Bethlehem Existing
Mazmuria Bethlehem Under Construction
Al Walajeh Bethlehem Planned
Al Eizariya Jerusalem Planned
Anata-Shu’fat Jerusalem Planned

Hizma Jerusalem Planned

Map 8: the distribution of Jerusalem’s new gates

The following table shows the location of each terminal and its status: 

Source : ARIJ - GIS Unit 2006 

which are in reality terminals that control movement from and to the city. These 
terminals are distributed according to the Israeli vision of Greater Jerusalem, which 
encompasses lands from Bethlehem and Ramallah districts. 
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The following is a brief description of some of the Terminals around Jerusalem

(Existing) Rachel (Gilo 300): A Border Passage at Bethlehem Northern Entrance

In 1993, the Israeli Army established a semi checkpoint north of Bethlehem where Israeli 
soldiers conducted random security checks on Palestinian vehicles going to Jerusalem or 
further to the north. Later on, the checkpoint took status that is more official and Palestinians 
were not allowed to cross the checkpoint to Jerusalem unless they were in possession of an 
Israeli issued permit, which became known as “Gilo 300” in reference to the nearby Gilo 
settlement. During the years to follow, permits were issued based on various categories 
identified by the Israeli civil administration and thus became more difficult to obtain. With 
the second Intifada breakout in the year 2000, crossing the checkpoint became virtually 
impossible, even with a permit at some occasions. When the Israeli government launched 
the Segregation Wall plan in 2002, the Israeli Army started construction process within the 
vicinity of Gilo 300 checkpoint; including infrastructure work, caravans, watchtowers; all of 
which associated with tighter grip around the checkpoint area. In 2004, the Israeli Segregation 
Wall plan north of Bethlehem was finalized with clear plans indicating the Israeli intentions 
to turn the Gilo 300 checkpoint to a border passage area with terminals and state-of-the-art 
security gadgets; thus making the separation process between Bethlehem and Jerusalem 
conclusive. On November 15, 2005, the Israeli Army officially started operating the Gilo 
300 terminal passage as a border area between Bethlehem and Jerusalem where travelers 
are distributed to terminals; each according to documents they have in their possession; 
Palestinians, Israelis, Jerusalemites, humanitarian and international organizations, tourists, 
foreigners, etc. with the exception of Palestinians who are compelled by the Israeli Army to 
cross the terminal on foot; all other nationalities are allowed to enter and exit the terminals 
in their own vehicles. Inside the terminal, those forced to take the pedestrian walk must 
encounter four different Israeli inspection areas, which include metal detectors, personal 
identification checkup, personal belonging checking area and dogs sniffing area; before they 
exit the terminal towards Jerusalem.  

(Under Construction) Mazmuria: A Trade Passage at Bethlehem Eastern Entrance

In conjunction with the Israeli Segregation Wall in the occupied territory, Israel worked to 
establish what is called “trade passages” to ensure continuous flow of goods and commodities 
between the occupied territory and Israel. Mazmuria trade passage is of several passages 
established by Israel for that purpose. In September 2005, Israel made its plans for Mazmuria 
trade passage official; when it issued four military orders (156-5-T), (154-5-T), (155-5-T) and 
(52-05) expanding the area confiscated for the trade passage and the routes accessing it. 
The area designated in the Israeli military orders to build the trade passage seizes some 43 
Dunums properties of Palestinians from Al-Khas and Al-Numan villages east of Bethlehem 
district. Three roads were identified from the Israeli military orders that give access to the 
trade passage and a forth road leads to Har Homa settlement, located further to the north 
from the trade passage. Furthermore, the Israeli Map of the Segregation Wall running on 
lands from Al-Khas and Al-Numan villages will isolate more than 722 Dunums of nearby 
town of Beit Sahour, all of which are private owned lands.

It should be noted that the Israeli Army had started construction on Mazmuria trade passage 
months prior to the time when the military orders were issued as it was integrated within the 
undergoing construction work for the Segregation Wall, it also show lands area of 84 Dunums 
designated for military camp base located west of the trade passage on isolated lands that 
belong to Beit Sahour residents. 



18

(Existing) Qalandiya (‘Atarot) Terminal 

Construction work in Qalandiya terminal first started in March 2005, prior to the time when 
the Israeli Army revealed its own arrangements to transform the Qalandiya checkpoint site 
to a terminal area, which exists today east of Qalandiya checkpoint. The land site where the 
terminal exists today was confiscated under the Israeli military order number (T/100/04) 
issued in December 2004, designated for security purposes. Qalandiya terminal serves Israel’s 
will in more than one way, it constituted a permanent and explicit obstruction between the 
West Bank northern districts and Jerusalem, which is to be accessible to Palestinians who are 
in possession of an Israeli issued permits, the other function of the terminal is that it fits the 
Israeli Segregation Wall maneuver that disconnect thousands of Palestinian Jerusalemites 
living outside of the Israeli defined borders of Jerusalem; thus manipulating the demographic 
balance of Jerusalem, making Qalandiya terminal their only available entrance to Jerusalem, 
that is after they go to Ramallah in order for them to go to the checkpoint for a security check 
before they enter Jerusalem.  

(Existing) Ras Abu Sbetan (Hasidim) Terminal

Ras Abu Sbetan terminal is located between Al-Eizariya and Al-Tur localities some 2.5 
Km east of Jerusalem, it is part of the Segregation Wall penetrating and dividing many of 
Jerusalem’s towns. The terminal became official on February 12, 2005, when the Israeli Army 
issued military order holding number (T/20/05) to confiscate 25.4 Dunums to construct 
the terminal, which is open to Palestinian Jerusalemites living out of the Israeli designated 
Jerusalem envelop area to enter the city. 
The Segregation Wall and Ras Abu Sbetan terminal have accordingly disrupted the lives of 
more than 40 Palestinian Jerusalemite families (200+ people) as they are literally amputated 
from Jerusalem area by the Segregation Wall. 

(Planned) ‘Anata – Shu’fat Terminal

The Israeli Ministry of Defense issued new military order in August 2006, to confiscate 10 
dunums of lands in the main entrance of ‘Anata town in order to construct a terminal in the 
area. However, the targeted lands where the terminal is set to lay belong to Palestinians from 
Shu’fat camp. It is anticipated that an additional 15-20 dunums will also be confiscated for 
the planned terminal once the construction work begins. 

(Planned) Hizma Terminal  

The Israeli authorities confiscated 128 dunums of lands from Hizma town in order to alter the 
status of existing checkpoint in the area to a terminal once the construction of the Segregation 
Wall is completed. The terminal will have gates with 4 lanes for cars to access Jerusalem and 
agricultural lands behind the Wall. 

(Existing) Betunia (Commercial Terminal) 

This terminal is located approximately 4 Km from Ramallah and is designated for moving 
all sorts of goods from Ramallah area and consequently all the northern governorates of the 
West Bank to Jerusalem via back-to-back system. The terminal is set to go into operation 
sometime before the end of 2006. 

(Planned) Al-Walajeh Border Passage

Al-Walaja border crossing is the fifth terminal crossing set to be established in Bethlehem
governorate after Gilo 300 and Mazmuria, crossings. On February 19, 2006, the Israeli Army
issued a military order holding number (T /06/25) to confiscate approximately 40 Dunums
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of lands from Al-Walajeh Village west of Bethlehem governorate to construct new Border 
passages there. The Border passage, which is to be called according to the Israeli Army: “Har 
Gilo Border passage” will restrict Al-Walaja residents’ movement to and from Bethlehem 
governorate. The Israeli Army initiated construction work for the border crossing in Al-Walaja 
sometime before the military order was issued, which indicated an Israeli Army pattern 
behavior to coerce realities on the ground.

The Israeli Plans to expand Jerusalem Settlements’ built-up area:
Israeli tenders for Jerusalem’s settlements 

Israel persisted with its plan to increase settlements housing units in Jerusalem. Tenders for 
thousands of units were issued over the years in a defying step to all signed accord and to the 
US proposed Roadmap that calls for freeze of all settlements’ construction in the Occupied 
West Bank Territory including East Jerusalem. The tenders issued for Jerusalem settlements 
constitute the bulk of all tenders issued for settlements throughout the West Bank. It is also 
clear that Israel is focused to increase housing units in settlements located within the Israeli 
defined borders of Greater Jerusalem as in settlements located west of the Segregation Wall.  

Israel’s Future Development Plans

Israeli Development plans in Jerusalem did not desist at any point since the beginning of 
the Israeli Palestinian “Peace” process; in fact, Israel has increased the number of Israeli 
settlers in occupied East Jerusalem almost by 100% since the peace process was launched 
back in 1993. To this day, Israel continue to violate Palestinians right to develop their own 
communities and relentlessly continue to drive them out of the city only to make room for 
more new Israeli-Jewish residents to win the demographic battle of the city. The following 
are the Israeli development plans in occupied East Jerusalem, which are taking place on 
lands confiscated from Palestinians. 

Map 9: Israeli Tenders issued in Occupied East Jeruslaem between 2004 and 2006
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Map 10: the Israeli development plans in occupied East Jerusalem.
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Settlement in Karm Al Mufti in Al Sheikh Jarah

In 2005, the planning committee at the Israeli Jerusalem municipality authorized the 
demolition of Shepherd Hotel located in Karem Al-Mufti at the Palestinian neighborhood of Al 
Sheikh Jarrah. In addition to the demolition order, there are plans to build a Jewish complex 

Map 11: The Israeli plans for Jewish neighborhood in Karm Al Mufti in Al Sheikh Jarah.
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Ma’ale Hazeitim Neighborhood in Ras Al ‘Amoud 

Two Israeli land societies go under the name Chabad and Fahlin were able to maneuver land 
registration decrees from the British mandate time to take control of 14.5 dunums of land 
belonging to residents of Ras Al ‘Amoud.  Property of the land at question was transferred to 
private enterprise to develop Israeli complexes in the Palestinian neighborhood Ras al Amoud. 
The construction started in 1998 and by the year 2003, the Israeli settlers had completed the 
133 units neighborhood and continue to construct the rest of the facilities planned, which 
consisted of a commercial center, Synagogue, kindergarten and a clinic. Prior to initiating the 
construction of the Israeli neighborhood in 1998, the Israeli municipality of Jerusalem refused 
to endorse the Palestinian neighborhood master plan for Ras Al ‘Amoud, claiming that this 
suburb has a land that belongs to the Jewish people. The Israeli Municipality stipulated that 
residents of Ras Al ‘Amoud agree to a Jewish complex within the neighborhood master plan 
in order to approve it; however, the Jewish complex was eventually forced on the Palestinian 
neighborhood. Moreover, when the approval finally was issued, the inhabitants discovered 
that it did not allow Arabs to build on more than 55-65% of the land area with a maximum 
of two floors for each building. On the other hand, the Municipality allowed the Jews to build 
on 115% of the land area with a maximum of seven floors.

Ir David Settlement in Silwan 

The colonization wave in Silwan escalated since 1991 when Jewish settlers seized more than 
40 Palestinian houses by force in an area known as Wadi Hilwa. The Israeli government and 
Israeli housing organizations, have already labeled part of Silwan as ‘City of David’ (Ir David 
in Hebrew), so they did with the signs that lead to ‘Ir David’ without any mention of Silwan, 
despite the fact that this neighborhood is mostly owned and inhabited by the Palestinians.  
Wadi Hilweh neighborhood in Silwan; labeled ‘Ir David’ was targeted because of its proximity 
to what the Israelis call ’the western walling wall’ in the Old City. Plan of Ir David settlement 
also include commercial and tourist centers in the area. Furthermore, Israel plans to form a 
territorial link between the Jewish quarter and the induced settlements in what is called ‘the 
Holy Basin area,’ which includes Al Sheikh Jarah, Wadi El Joz, Al Tur (Mount of Olives), Ras 
Al Amoud,  Jabal El Mukabir and Silwan. Moreover, in May 2005, the Israeli municipality 
of Jerusalem has slated a whole neighborhood in Silwan called Al Bustan neighborhood 
for demolition. More than 88 houses in Al Bustan are subject to demolish by the Israeli 
Municipality in Jerusalem; these houses are home to more than 1000 Palestinian residents. 
In the event the demolition orders fulfilled, it would be the largest demolition act after 
the demolition of Al Magharbe neighborhood inside the Old City in 1967. A National park 
called ‘the King’s Valley’ is set to replace Al Bustan residential neighborhood. 

New Settlement in Bab Al Sahira- the Old City 

In July 2005, the planning and zoning committee in the Israeli municipality of Jerusalem 
approved the construction of 30 new housing units and a synagogue with a golden dome 
in the Muslim quarter inside the Old City near Bab Al-Sahira gate, also known as Herod’s 
gate. 

Nof Zion Settlement in Jabal Al Mukabir

In year 2005; the Israeli local committee for planning and building approved a plan to 
construct a new settlement called Nof Zion. The plan encompasses an area of 48 dunums 
and includes construction of 100 housing units, a hotel (with 150 rooms), a kindergarten, 
shopping center, sport club, park and a synagogue. Construction of this settlement started in 
early 2006 on the lands of Jabal Al Mukabir on a hill overlooking the Old City of Jerusalem. 



23

Two Settlements near Har Homa 

The Master plan set by the Israeli Jerusalem municipality (Master plan Jerusalem 2000) 
indicates schemes for two new settlements in the vicinity of existing Har Homa settlement,  
the first sets to its southeast while the second to its northwest. These two new settlements 
will have an approximate area of 1080 dunums (530 dunums of which belong to An Nu’man 
Village in Bethlehem Governorate). 

The Master plan also indicates that the residential area of Har Homa (Mountain Abu 
Ghneim) is planned to expand to an area of 1410 dunums; that is an increase to 28% to its 
original size today, which is 400 dunums. Har Homa and the new settlements will eventually 
comprise some 2500 dunums of land. 

The E1 Plan - A Step toward a Dead End

The 12,500 Dunums {E1} plan, aim to hamper Palestinian localities from expanding the 
built-up areas of their towns and villages and instead increase Jewish presence in the area 
through the {E1} pending 3500 new housing units, but more importantly to create corporal 
link between Ma’ale Adumim settlements bloc and Israeli settlements in Jerusalem (Pisgat 
Ze’ev, Pisgat Omer, Neve Ya’acov, and the French Hill).

Furthermore, the new addition {E1} to Ma’ale Adumim bloc will constitute a physical barrier 
that will cut off Jerusalem from the West Bank and break the geographical contiguity of the 
West Bank into two separate entities; one to the north of Jerusalem and the other is to the 
south. 

In June 2004, the Israeli PM Sharon and his Defense Minister Mofaz approved a declaration 
proclaiming hundreds of Dunums as “State Lands” in the area designated for {E1} plan. The 
Palestinian Authority demanded the Quartet and the US in particular to rebuff the Israeli 

Map 12: the locations of the new settlements near the existing Har Homa. ( Abu Ghneim) 
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The mutation of confiscated Palestinian land to fulfill the Israeli {E1} vision plan may not 
see the day of light until mid-2007 according to Israeli officials, however, the fine prints 
of the plan is complete and on stand-by status for final approval, which falls not far 
behind the completion of the Segregation Wall around Jerusalem. 

Map 13 below shows the E1 plan.
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Kidmat Zion in Abu Dis

In May 2000, a plan for establishing a new settlement called Kidmat Zion on Abu Dis lands 
was approved by the Israeli Jerusalem municipality. The settlement will include 200 housing 
units on an area of 64 dunums. It will also have a kindergarten, school and a synagogue. Two 
new houses in the location are already inhabited by Israeli settlers.

The Light Rail System in Jerusalem

In 1999 the government of Israel approved the light rail project in East Jerusalem. Preparation 
for the infrastructure started in 2001 and the first phase of it is expected to operate in 2007. 
The main aim of this rail system is to link the settlements in East Jerusalem with the West 
Jerusalem city Center. The settlements that would be connected by the rail are: Neve Ya’acov, 
Pisgat Ze’ev, French Hill and Ma’a lot Dafna. Other lanes of the rail are planned to link the 
settlement of Ramot in the northwest of the city with West Jerusalem Center. 

Jerusalem (2000) Master Plan 

In September 2004, Jerusalem Mayor Uri Lupolianski announced in a press conference the 
preparation of a master plan for Jerusalem. The master plan is planned to serve till 2020 
and its main objective is to “Reinforce the status of Jerusalem and ensure its continuous 
development as the capital of Israel and the center for the Jewish people and a sacred city 
for all religions.”

It is important to note that in 2005 the percentage of Jews in Jerusalem was 66% and the 
percentage of Palestinians was 34% (Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies). The master plan 
therefore proposed policies to combat this Palestinian population growth as it is politically 
considered a threat to the Israeli plan to sustain Jewish majority in the city. 

The policies of the master plan therefore not only did not meet the needs of the Palestinian 
population for the coming years but rather pressed on the previous policies adopted by the 
Israeli government aim at making the life very hard for the Palestinian Jerusalemites which 
would compel them to Voluntarily leave the city. 

While the master plan does not provide solutions to meet the housing demands of the 
Palestinian Jerusalemites, it is proposing new settlements to be constructed on confiscated 
lands from the Palestinians only to settle more Israeli settlers in East Jerusalem. In the 
southern part of Jerusalem especially near Har Homa two new settlements are planned. 
Furthermore, the master plan does not propose any new industrial, institutional, commercial, 
cultural, educational, medical and service areas in East Jerusalem for the Palestinians. 
Rather it proposes extraction of the industrial area in Wadi el Joz but does not specify an 
alternative location. 
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Map 14: Jerusalem Master plan 2000 according to Israeli plans.
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The International Legal Status of the Segregation Wall 

In July 2004, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) passed an advisory opinion declaring 
that the Israeli Segregation Wall Israel is illegal.  The Court based its decision on international 
laws, including the Fourth Geneva Convention, the Hague Regulations, various human rights 
treaties and United Nations Security Council resolutions.

  

The Israeli Segregation Wall violates virtually every existing humanitarian code, human 
rights and civilized laws; including the right to Self-Determination, the right to freedom of 
movement, the right to work, the right to medical treatment, the right to education, the right 
to an adequate standard of living and access to holy places.  The ICJ decision upholds the 
right to self-determination of the Palestinian people, which the Israeli denies them as the 
Segregation Wall disrupts the territorial integrity, unity and contiguity of the Palestinian 
Territory.  ‘Self-defense’ or ‘state of necessity’ can not be used as justification for violating this 
right and other international legal principles and therefore Israel must cease construction 
of the Segregation Wall and all countries must refrain from supporting Israel in building the 
Wall. 
Moreover, the construction of the Segregation Wall is an explicit violation of all peace 
agreements signed between the Israelis and Palestinians and an explicit breach to Oslo 
Interim Agreement which states that: Interim Agreement which states that: 

Recalling relevant United Nations resolutions affirming that actions taken by 
Isreal, the occupying power, to change the status and demographic composition of 
Occupied East Jerusalem have no legal validity and are null and void, Noting the 
agreements reached between the Goverment of Isreal and the Palestine Liberation 
Organization in the context of the Middle East peace process.

 “Neither side shall initiate or take any step that will change the status of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip pending the outcome of the permanent status 
negotiations” (Article XXXI, clause 7).



Conclusion

Despite international denunciation, Israel is proceeding with its unilateral plans to build the 
Segregation Wall; isolating and confiscating large tracts of Palestinian lands in Jerusalem. In 
the event that Israel completes its construction of the Segregation Wall around East Jerusalem, 
the Palestinian communities in Jerusalem Governorate will be completely surrounded by 
a complex of Walls, settlements and roads that will eliminate any future possibility for the 
Palestinian communities to expand and thus jeopardize sustainable development. 

The Applied Research Institute-Jerusalem (ARIJ) emphasizes the imperativeness that Israel 
complies with the international legitimacy, laws and resolutions of the United Nations; 
stresses the necessity to hold Israel accountable for its acts in the Occupied Palestinian 
Territory; calls for Israel’s long time apathy of the international community’s will to end 
and thus compel Israel to conform with the United Nation’s resolutions including: Security 
Council Resolution 452 (1979) which calls upon ‘the Government and people of Israel to 
cease, on an urgent basis, the establishment, construction and planning of settlements in 
the Arab territories occupied since 1967, including Jerusalem,’ and to abide by Security 
Council Resolution 446 (1979) which ‘[d]etermines that the policy and practices of Israel in 
establishing settlements in the Palestinian and other Arab territories occupied since 1967 
have no legal validity and constitute a serious obstruction to achieving a comprehensive, just 
and lasting peace in the Middle East’.
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This factsheet is prepared as part of the project entitled Monitoring 
Isreali Settlements Activities in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
which is financially supported by the EU and the SDC. However, the 
content of the report is the sole responsibility of ARIJ and in no way 
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